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The	National	Comprehensive	Cancer	Network	(NCCN)	has	released	new	guidelines	for	ampullary	adenocarcinoma,	a	disease	accounting	for	just	0.2%	of	all	gastrointestinal	malignancies.1,2Physicians	determine	treatment	for	ampullary	adenocarcinomas	depending	on	whether	the	tumor	histology	is	pancreatobiliary,	intestinal,	or	mixed.	E.	Gabriela
Chiorean,	MD,	colead	of	the	NCCN	Ampullary	Adenocarcinoma	committee	and	medical	director	of	gastrointestinal	medical	oncology	with	Fred	Hutchiinson	Cancer	Center,	said	the	NCCN	wanted	to	help	physicians	make	those	treatment	decisions	and	classify	optimal	local	treatments.The	ampulla	of	Vater	region,	or	just	“ampulla,”	is	the	crossroad	of
the	intestinal,	ductal	pancreatic,	and	biliary	epithelia.3	It	has	4	parts	in	a	narrow	area	of	the	ampulla,	including	tissue	of	the	periampullary	pancreas.	“Because	it’s	basically	the	nexus	of	between	the	biliary	and	pancreatic	ducts	with	the	small	intestine,	the	ampulla	it	has	a	very	complex	histology,"	Chiorean	said.	Most	ampullary	adenocarcinomas	are
intestinal	or	pancreatobiliary.	In	2019,	German	investigators	published	findings	from	a	retrospective	analysis	of	170	patients	with	ampullary	cancer	who	received	pancreatic	resection	from	1999	to	2016.	Fifty	percent	of	patients	harbored	the	pancreatobiliary	subtype,	34.5%	had	intestinal	disease,	and	7.6%	had	mixed	subtype.4Survival	analysis	from
that	study	showed	a	significantly	worse	5-year	overall	survival	(OS)	rate	for	the	pancreatobiliary	subtype	compared	with	intestinal	at	27.5%	vs	61%,	respectively	(P
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