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How	to	unlock	whirlpool	front	loader	washer	door

How	does	a	washing	machine	door	lock	work?	How	do	you	reset	a	Whirlpool	washing	machine?	How	do	you	manually	unlock	a	Whirlpool	Duet	washer?	How	do	you	unlock	the	control	lock	on	a	Whirlpool	Duet	washer?	How	do	you	reset	a	front	load	washer?	Where	is	the	filter	on	a	Whirlpool	front	load	washer?	How	do	I	turn	off	the	control	lock	on	my
Whirlpool	washer?	How	do	I	remove	the	front	of	my	washing	machine?	Where	is	the	drain	filter	on	a	Whirlpool	Duet	washer?	How	to	Unlock	a	Whirlpool	Duet	Washing	Machine	Reach	up	inside	the	front	panel	and	locate	the	door	latch	assembly	on	the	right	side	of	door.	Feel	for	a	tear-drop	shaped	tab	on	the	bottom	of	the	door	latch	assembly.	This	tab
will	manually	unlock	the	door.	Gently	pull	down	on	tab	about	1/4	inch	or	until	you	hear	a	click.	The	door	should	open.	Click	to	see	full	answer	Hereof,	how	do	you	manually	unlock	a	Whirlpool	washing	machine	door?Hold	down	the	"Control	Lock"	button	on	your	Whirlpool	washer	for	three	seconds	at	the	end	of	the	washing	cycle.	Listen,	and	when	you
hear	the	unlatching	sound,	the	door	should	open.Secondly,	how	do	you	bypass	the	lock	on	a	front	load	washer?	How	to	Bypass	a	Washing	Machine	Lid	Lock	Turn	off	the	washer	and	unplug	the	appliance.	Locate	the	retaining	tabs	and/or	screws	that	hold	the	top	horizontal	panel	down.	Look	for	the	lid	lock	switch	on	the	underside	of	the	top	panel	and
where	it	fits	into	the	appliance.	Put	the	lid	back	down	and	plug	the	washing	machine	back	into	the	electrical	outlet.	Considering	this,	how	do	you	unlock	a	Whirlpool	front	load	washer?	You	can	manually	unlock	the	washer	by	removing	the	top	(remove	screws	on	the	back	of	the	top	panel	and	slide	the	top	panel	back	to	lift	off.	then	with	the	washer
unplugged	reach	down	and	pull	a	small	ring	on	the	top	of	the	door	lock	to	manually	open	the	door	lock.How	do	I	turn	off	the	control	lock	on	my	Whirlpool	washer?To	turn	off	Control	Lock,	press	and	hold	the	Options	key	that	says	"Control	Lock	Hold	3	Sec"	under	it	for	3	seconds.	If	the	dishwasher	has	a	dedicated	Control	Lock	button	in	the	Options
selections,	press	and	hold	CONTROL	LOCK	for	3	seconds	(press	the	words	"Control	Lock).	By	Cecilia	Harsch	Updated	December	09,	2018	Your	Whirlpool	Duet	washing	machine	automatically	locks	the	door	as	a	precaution	against	opening	the	door	during	a	wash	cycle.	If	the	door	did	not	lock,	small	hands	or	preoccupied	minds	might	open	the	door
and	allow	water	to	flood	the	laundry	area,	or	sustain	an	injury	by	reaching	inside	a	spinning	washtub.	The	lock	remains	engaged	until	the	water	drains	from	the	tub.	Cancelling	unintentionally	pressed	wash	cycle	options	can	often	unlock	the	washer,	or	you	can	access	the	manual	release	ring	to	unlock	the	door.	Check	to	see	if	you	accidentally	pressed
the	“Fan	Dry”	option	as	part	of	the	wash	cycle.	Pressing	the	power	button	cancels	the	"Fan	Dry"	option	and	unlocks	the	door.	Press	the	“Drain	and	Spin”	button	on	the	washer’s	control	panel	to	attempt	to	unlock	the	machine.	This	may	drain	any	excess	water	that	could	cause	the	machine	to	remain	locked.	Once	the	“Drain	and	Spin”	cycle	completes,
the	door	should	unlock.	Check	whether	the	"Add	Garment"	button	is	lit.	Pressing	the	start	button	unlocks	the	washing	machine	if	you	engaged	the	“Add	Garment”	feature.	Unplug	your	washer	from	the	wall	outlet	if	none	of	the	these	steps	unlocks	the	door.	Use	a	T-20	Torx	screwdriver	to	remove	the	three	Torx-head	screws	along	the	bottom	front	of
the	washer.	Pull	down	on	the	bottom	panel	and	pull	it	away	from	the	washer.	Reach	through	the	open	panel	and	up	to	the	door	lock.	Find	the	release	ring	below	the	locking	mechanism.	Pull	down	on	the	ring	to	unlock	the	door.	If	you	must	manually	unlock	the	washer	door	after	each	wash	cycle	your	drain	pump	or	pressure	switch	may	have	failed	and
would	need	replacing.	There’s	nothing	worse	than	having	a	washer	door	locked	and	you	can’t	get	it	open.	Regardless	if	your	clothes	are	inside	or	not,	this	can	be	very	frustrating.	Do	you	have	a	Whirlpool	washer	that	has	a	locked	door	and	is	displaying	a	flashing	light?	There	are	several	reasons	this	may	be.	There	are	also	different	reasons	for	this
problem	according	to	if	you	have	a	top	loading	washer	or	a	front	loading	washer.	Today	we	will	take	a	look	at	each	washer	design	and	discuss	the	potential	issues	and	how	to	fix	them.	Whirlpool	Top	Loader	With	Locked	Door	If	you	have	a	Whirlpool	top	loader	and	the	door	is	locked	with	a	flashing	light,	here	are	some	things	you’ll	need	to	check:	Check
the	lid	switch	and	striker	The	striker	is	the	part	that	helps	press	down	the	lid	switch.	Make	sure	it’s	not	out	of	alignment.	Overtime	these	parts	can	become	loose	and	move	from	their	original	location.		But	is	the	most	cases,	lid	switch	just	stopped	working	properly.	So	make	sure	you	check	lid	switch	with	multimeter.	It	could	be	the	control	board	(not
common)	Sometimes	the	control	board	will	see	an	open	lid	switch	and	attempt	to	lock	it.	Other	times	when	the	board	is	faulty	it	is	not	able	to	detect	if	the	lid	is	locked	or	not.	Internal	malfunctions	can	be	caused	by	the	machine	reporting	over	or	under	voltage.	It	can	also	be	due	to	a	momentary	loss	of	neutral	feed	to	the	control	board.	If	this	is	the
issue	the	door	will	remain	locked	for	3	minutes,	even	if	you	try	to	unplug	the	washer.	If	you	are	in	a	hurry	you	can	unlock	the	door	manually.	There	may	be	an	issue	with	the	actuator	motor	This	problem	can	occur	if	the	actuator	motor	(you	can	get	it	here)	has	gone	bad	or	if	it	has	loose	wires.	You’ll	need	to	access	the	part	from	underneath	of	the
washer	and	first	check	the	wiring	going	to	it.	If	there	are	no	loose	or	damaged	wires,	you	will	need	to	check	the	actuator	motor	to	see	if	it’s	malfunctioning.	Check	the	drain	pump	The	lid	can	become	locked	if	something	is	clogging	the	pump	or	filter	drain.	This	means	the	washer	is	unable	to	drain	properly,	thus	it	won’t	unlock	the	door.	It	may	also
mean	you	need	to	replace	a	faulty	drain	pump.	Troubleshooting	A	Whirlpool	Front	Loading	Machine	A	front	loading	washer	can	be	a	bit	different	from	a	top	loader	in	terms	of	door	lock	issues.	Here	are	the	things	you’ll	need	to	check.	Is	there	water	going	to	the	machine?	This	is	a	common	problem	if	the	water	supply	has	been	shut	off	after	repairs	or	a
move,	and	not	turned	back	on	before	use.	If	this	is	the	case	you	will	need	to	reset	the	machine.	Doing	so	is	easy.	You’ll	simply	press	WASH	TEMP,	then	SPIN,	then	SOIL	–	one	after	another.	Repeat	this	step	3	times.	If	that	button	combination	doesn’t	work	then	the	buttons	you’ll	use	are	SPIN,	SOIL,	PRESOAK.	After	pressing	the	correct	button
combination	you	will	see	the	panel	come	to	life,	the	error	code	will	flash,	and	a	humming	sound	may	continue.	You’ll	have	to	wait	up	to	10	minutes	for	the	noise	to	end.	Once	it’s	gone,	press	the	POWER	button	to	clear	the	code.	Check	the	drain	pump	and	hose	One	of	the	common	reasons	both	models	will	have	issues	with	the	door	lock	stems	from	the
drain	pump.	You’ll	need	to	access	the	drain	pump	and	check	to	see	if	there	is	a	sock	or	other	type	of	debris	lodged	in	it.	If	so,	simply	removing	the	item	should	fix	your	problem.	If	it’s	not	clogged,	the	drain	pump	may	be	malfunctioning.	If	this	is	the	issue	you	will	need	to	purchase	a	new	one	and	swap	them	out.	When	water	is	visible	inside	the	machine
you	can	simply	try	to	run	a	“SPIN	and	DRAIN”	cycle	to	see	if	the	water	will	be	expelled.	If	you	can	get	the	machine	to	drain	the	door	will	unlock.	The	door	switch	may	be	malfunctioning	The	front	load	washer	features	a	door	switch	that	is	actually	a	safety	feature.	On	most	Whirlpool	models,	the	door	must	be	closed	and	locked	before	any	wash	cycle
will	begin.	These	switches	are	generally	located	on	the	washer’s	door	frame.	Go	ahead	and	inspect	the	door	striker	to	ensure	it’s	engaging	properly	with	the	lock	assembly.	You	can	also	check	for	continuity	in	the	door	switch	using	a	multi-meter.	However,	before	doing	this	you	will	need	to	unplug	the	power	and	remove	the	machine’s	front	panel.
Check	the	sensor	actuator/shifter.	This	is	actually	easiest	to	check	if	you	look	at	your	owner’s	manual	and	get	into	the	manual	diagnostics	function.	You’ll	need	to	try	to	get	the	machine	to	spin.	If	your	machine’s	motor	begins	to	hum	for	a	second	and	then	stops	with	the	lid	lock	still	blinking,	you’ll	need	to	go	back	to	the	diagnostic	codes	to	look	for
speed	sensor	or	shifter	errors.	This	will	provide	proof	that	this	assembly	is	the	problem	because	the	motor	speeds	are	not	being	read	by	the	optical	speed	sensor.	How	To	Manually	Unlock	The	Door	On	A	Front	Loader	Before	trying	to	manually	unlock	the	door	you	can	unplug	the	washer	for	1	to	2	minutes	or	simply	flip	the	breaker	off.	This	usually
helps	the	control	panel	reset	and	allows	the	door	to	unlock	and	the	light	to	stop	flashing.	However,	if	this	doesn’t	work	you	can	always	manually	open	the	door:	Unplug	the	washer	from	the	wall	and	pull	it	forward.	Remove	the	screws	on	the	back	of	the	top	panel.	Pull	straight	back	and	up	to	take	the	top	panel	off.	Once	the	top	panel	is	removed	you	can
reach	behind	the	front	panel	on	the	right	side	of	the	door	to	locate	the	door	lock	assembly.	There	should	be	a	small	circular	tab	made	from	plastic	at	the	bottom	of	the	door	lock.	Pull	down	on	this	tab	and	the	door	should	manually	unlock.	How	To	Manually	Unlock	The	Door	On	A	Top	Loader	Most	of	the	time	either	unplugging	this	machine	from	the
wall	or	simply	holding	the	CANCEL	button	will	cause	the	door	to	unlock.	However,	if	this	doesn’t	work	and	you	need	to	manually	unlock	it,	here’s	how:	Unplug	the	washer	from	the	wall.	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	washer.	Locate	and	access	the	cover	to	the	drain	pump.	This	should	be	near	the	bottom	right	of	your	washer	on	the	front.	Use	a
screwdriver	to	remove	the	one	screw	holding	the	compartment	to	the	machine.	You	should	see	a	plastic	cord	inside	the	compartment.	Simply	tug	on	this	cord	and	it	should	unlock	your	door.	In	conclusion,	there	are	a	wide	array	of	reasons	a	door	will	become	locked	on	a	Whirlpool	washer.	Did	any	of	our	fixes	above	work	for	you?	Leave	us	a	comment
and	tell	us	what	you	think.	Try	the	other	methods	above	for	unlocking	the	door	before	trying	this	procedure.	The	door	may	unlock	by	itself	after	the	failure	condition	no	longer	exists;		however,	if	you	want	to	take	out	your	laundry	immediately,	first	try	to	unlock	the	door	as	described	in	Error	Code	FdL	or	F29	in	the	Error	Code	symptom	listed	above	or
in	your	Owner's	Manual.	If	the	door	still	cannot	be	opened,	perform	the	following:	Before	Opening	Door:	Turn	off	and	unplug	the	washer/dryer.	Close	the	water	faucet.	Wait	until	the	drum	has	stopped	rotating	–	never	open	the	door	while	the	drum	is	in	motion.	Wait	until	water	and	laundry	have	cooled	down	when	washing	with	high	temperatures.
Always	drain	the	water	before	opening	the	door	by	either:	Touching	and	holding	the	Power	button	until	“rES”	appears	on	the	display.	Following	the	instructions	in	the	"Cleaning	and	Maintenance"	section	above	for	“Cleaning	the	Drain	Pump	Filter”.	To	Unlock	and	Open	Washer	Door:	Remove	the	lower	door	panel	by	pushing	the	tabs	located	on	both
sides	of	the	base	panel	to	release	it.	With	a	Phillips	head	screwdriver,	loosen	and	remove	the	Phillips	head	screw	at	the	upper	right	portion	of	the	access	door	compartment.	2.	Pull	down	on	the	plastic	strap	marked	"Door	open"	located	beneath	the	removed	screw.	The	door	can	now	be	opened	and	the	laundry	removed,	if	needed.	3.	After	removing
laundry	(if	needed),	replace	the	strap	by	firmly	turning	the	screw.	Reinstall	the	base	panel.	Was	this	article	helpful?	If	during	installation	the	washer	was	plugged	in	and	turned	on	without	water	hoses	attached	and	turned	on,	the	washer	may	attempt	to	drain	for	8-10	minutes	before	the	door	unlocks.		Let	the	washer	run	until	the	door	unlocks.		Do	not
turn	off	the	washer	or	unplug	the	washer.	Verify	that	the	drain	hose	is	connected	per	the	installation	instructions.	Drain	hose	should	not	be	more	than	4.5	inches	into	the	stand	pipe.	See	installation	instructions	for	further	information.	CLICK	HERE	for	more	information	about	how	to	install	the	drain	hose	If	the	washer	was	powered	on	before	being
connected	to	water,	the	door	may	be	locked,	and	it	may	go	into	a	drain	mode.	You	may	also	see	an	F8	E1	Error	code.		If	the	washer	has	an	F8	E1	error	or	LO	FL	error,	the	door	will	be	locked,	and	the	control	will	be	unresponsive.	Press	the	power	button,	and	the	washer	will	start	a	drain	routine	which	takes	approximately	8	to	10	minutes,	during	which
time	the	pump	will	run	continuously.	The	control	will	not	accept	any	input	during	this	time.	Please	wait	10	minutes	before	trying	to	perform	any	functions.		If	the	"add	a	garment"	light	is	on,	then	the	washer	door	will	unlock	after	the	Pause/Cancel	button	is	pressed	once.	Pressing	the	Start	button	will	restart	the	washer	at	the	same	point	where	it	left
off	in	the	cycle.	If	the	add	a	garment	light	is	off,	then	the	washer	door	will	unlock	after	the	Pause/Cancel	button	is	pressed	twice.	The	door	will	not	immediately	unlock	while	the	cycle	is	running	due	to	a	possible	high-water	level	in	the	washer,	high-water	temperature,	tumbling	or	spinning.	It	may	take	up	to	five	minutes	for	the	washer	to	stop	spinning
and	draining	before	the	door	will	unlock.	You	will	hear	the	door	click	when	it	unlocks.	If	you	would	like	to	download	or	view	product	literature	for	your	appliance,	please	visit	our	Manuals	and	Literature	page.	Was	this	article	helpful?	Whirlpool	latest	washing	machine	series	are	equipped	with	modern	technologies.	One	of	them	is	an	automatic	door
locking	system.	It	is	a	safety	system	that	prevents	your	washer	from	an	unwanted	accident.	This	door	lock	is	programmed	in	such	a	way	that	it	becomes	ready	to	open	only	after	completing	a	cycle.	You	can’t	open	door	lock	in	the	mild	of	any	cycle	or	even	after	canceling	a	cycle.	Apart	from	that	unlocking	is	necessary	when	you	need	to	add	or	remove
clothes	after	starting	a	cycle.	So,	what	you	should	do	when	your	Whirlpool	washer	door	is	locked?	Just	follow	the	tricks	below	according	to	the	needs	of	your	washer.Image:	Whirlpool	Washing	MachineHow	to	Unlock	Whirlpool	Washer	Door	Lock	with	CommandUnlocking	your	washing	machine	is	easy	with	command.	Just	follow	the	steps	below.Step
1Before	going	to	unlock	your	washer,	wait	three	to	five	minutes	after	completing	a	cycle.	The	motor	control	unit	will	receive	a	“Stop”	command	when	the	motor	speed	becomes	0	and	passed	180	seconds.	Your	washer’s	door	latch	will	only	unlock	when	washer	temperature	is	under	12	degrees	Fahrenheit.	If	the	temperate	is	set	higher	than	Wool,
Delicate	or	Hand	Wash,	it	must	drain	before	unlocking	the	door	latch.Step	2After	completing	a	cycle,	long	press	the	“Control	Lock”	button	for	three	seconds.	Door	will	be	available	to	unlock	when	you	listen	unlatching	sound.Step	3If	your	washing	machine	did	not	unlock	at	end	of	Step	1,	don’t	worry.	Hold	down	“End	Cycle”	button	for	five	seconds	that
will	work	as	a	reset	for	your	washer.Step	4Unplug	your	Whirlpool	washer	from	the	electric	panel.	Wait	for	45	minutes.	Plug	your	washer	back	to	the	electric	outlet	panel.	Now	washer’s	main	control	board	is	reset	and	door	should	open.How	to	Manually	Unlock	Whirlpool	Washer	Door	LockIf	your	washer	faces	problems	mechanically	or	electrically,	it
fails	to	unlock	automatically.	If	the	1st	trick	doesn’t	work	for	you,	don’t	stop.	Here	is	another	trick	to	help	you.Step	1Unplug	your	washing	machine	from	the	electric	outlet	board.	Wait	for	3	to	5	minutes.Step	2Take	a	screwdriver.	Remove	your	washer’s	bottom	panel	and	pull	it	away.Step	3Reach	the	door	lock	through	the	open	panel.	Locate	the	door
latch	under	the	locking	mechanism.	Pull	down	it	gently.	At	this	position,	you	may	hear	a	click	sound	and	the	door	is	ready	to	open.	Final	WordsYou	no	need	to	spend	dollars	for	a	technician	when	your	washer	faces	an	unlocking	problem.	Just	apply	above	mentioned	tricks	when	your	Whirlpool	washer	door	is	locked.	Apart	from	that	if	you	need	to	unlock
the	door	manually	each	time	after	completing	a	cycle,	your	drain	pump	or	pressure	switch	is	at	fault.	So,	replace	them	to	solve	your	washer’s	locking	problem	permanently.	If	you	aren’t	experienced	with	repairing	washing	machine,	send	it	to	the	manufacturer	authorized	service	center.
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