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Personal	ambitions	examples

Career	ambition	means	you	have	a	desire	to	move	from	your	current	position	to	something	else,	preferably	up	the	professional	ladder.	To	succeed,	you	must	make	things	happen	instead	of	waiting	for	them	to	happen.	Anyone	can	wish	for	a	promotion	or	dream	of	starting	her	own	business	one	day,	but	ambitious	people	set	specific	goals,	research	the
steps	it	will	take	to	attain	them	and	begin	doing	the	work	to	get	there.	Learning	how	to	set	outcome	and	performance	goals	will	help	you	achieve	your	long-term	career	ambitions.	Specific	PositionsOne	of	the	most	common	examples	of	career	ambition	is	wanting	a	specific	job.	For	example,	some	people	want	to	move	from	a	staff	position	to	a
management	position,	while	others	want	to	advance	from	a	mid-management	position	to	an	upper	management	one.	This	type	of	ambition	becomes	more	specific	as	you	spend	time	in	the	workforce	and	learn	the	responsibilities	of	different	jobs.	You	might	want	a	specific	job	within	your	company	after	you	observe	the	people	doing	that	work.	Or	you
might	want	a	particular	title,	such	as	marketing	director	or	human	resources	manager,	at	any	company	that	offers	that	position.	An	ambitious	person	will	learn	what	it	takes	to	get	a	specific	position	and	begin	building	the	skills	and	gaining	the	experience	to	obtain	the	job.	Increased	Knowledge	and	SkillsAs	you	set	outcome	goals,	such	as	obtaining	a
specific	position,	you	will	learn	which	performance	goals	you	need	to	set	to	attain	your	desired	outcomes.	For	example,	you	might	need	to	get	certified	in	your	field	to	hold	a	specific	management	position.	You	might	need	to	perform	and	master	a	specific	skill,	such	as	sales,	before	you	can	become	a	sales	manager.	You	will	also	need	to	develop
leadership	skills	to	manage	staff	successfully.	Your	career	ambitions	should	include	improving	your	skill	set.	Peer	RecognitionAnother	specific	career	ambition	is	to	gain	positive	name	recognition	in	your	profession.	This	will	help	you	attract	more	job	offers	as	well	as	increased	pay	and	job	security.	Your	goals	might	include	serving	on	a	committee	of	a
professional	association,	then	working	your	way	onto	the	board	of	directors.	For	many	ambitious	business	people,	obtaining	the	presidency	of	a	trade	association	is	a	significant	goal.	You	can	increase	your	profile	by	writing	articles	for	trade	publications	and	websites	and	speaking	at	conferences.	If	your	profession	offers	any	awards,	learn	how	to	win
them.	Owning	a	BusinessSome	people	use	their	time	in	the	workforce	as	a	stepping	stone	to	start	their	own	businesses.	They	might	start	off	working	for	another	company	to	gain	experience,	skills,	industry	knowledge	and	contacts.	In	addition	to	skills	and	experience,	you	must	have	the	ambition	to	develop	a	winning	idea	for	a	product	or	service,	craft
a	good	business	plan,	and	obtain	financing	to	help	you	launch	your	own	business.	Ambition	means	a	lot	of	things	to	a	lot	of	different	people.	For	me,	it	calls	to	mind	someone	who	is	fired	up	and	ready	to	succeed	no	matter	what.	The	word	is	sometimes	used	as	a	weapon,	though	—	particularly	against	women.	And	sometimes	it’s	used	as	a	limiting
factor;	for	instance,	some	assume	you	can’t	possibly	be	a	good	parent	and	be	ambitious.	I’m	a	lawyer,	so	before	we	look	at	what	some	famous	folks	have	to	say	about	“ambition,”	my	first	instinct	is	to	know	what	the	dictionary	says	about	this	word.	Here’s	what	we	get	when	we	look	up	“ambition”	in	the	dictionary:	noun:	ambition;	plural	noun:	ambitions
a	strong	desire	to	do	or	to	achieve	something,	typically	requiring	determination	and	hard	work;	and	desire	and	determination	to	achieve	success.	So	my	“fired	up”	image	isn’t	all	that	far	off.	Like	love,	hate,	fear	and	sadness,	ambition	is	one	of	those	fundamental	aspects	of	the	human	condition	that	pervades	all	of	human	history.	Yes,	ambition	is	about
strong	desires	and	passions.	Ambition	is	even	sometimes	contrasted	with	love.	What	matters	most	is	how	ambition	applies	to	you.	These	16	quotes	about	personal	ambition	come	from	an	array	of	inspiring	people,	and	they	just	may	help	you	find	a	definition	that	fits	your	character,	dream	and	goals.	1.	“Ambition	is	enthusiasm	with	a	purpose.”	—	Frank
Tyger	2.	“Ambition	is	a	dream	with	a	V8	engine.”	—	Elvis	Presley	3.	“There	I	was,	way	off	my	ambitions,	getting	deeper	in	love	every	minute,	and	all	of	a	sudden	I	didn’t	care.”	—	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald,	"The	Great	Gatsby"	4.	“Without	ambition	one	starts	nothing.	Without	work	one	finishes	nothing.	The	prize	will	not	be	sent	to	you.	You	have	to	win	it.”	—
Ralph	Waldo	Emerson	5.	“Intelligence	without	ambition	is	a	bird	without	wings.”	—	Walter	H.	Cottingham	6.	“Ambition	beats	genius	99	percent	of	the	time.”	—	Jay	Leno	7.	“At	the	age	of	six	I	wanted	to	be	a	cook.	At	seven	I	wanted	to	be	Napoleon.	And	my	ambition	has	been	growing	steadily	ever	since.”	—	Salvador	Dalí	8.	“Oh,	it's	delightful	to	have
ambitions.	I'm	so	glad	I	have	such	a	lot.	And	there	never	seems	to	be	any	end	to	them	—	that's	the	best	of	it.	Just	as	soon	as	you	attain	to	one	ambition	you	see	another	one	glittering	higher	up	still.	It	does	make	life	so	interesting.”	―	L.M.	Montgomery,	"Anne	of	Green	Gables"	9.	“Without	a	goal,	a	life	is	nothing.	Sometimes	the	goal	becomes	a	man's
entire	life,	an	all-consuming	passion.	But	once	that	goal	is	achieved,	what	then?	Oh,	poor	man,	what	then?”	–	Brian	Herbert	and	Kevin	J.	Anderson,	"Dune:	House	Atreides"	10.	“We	teach	girls	to	shrink	themselves,	to	make	themselves	smaller.	We	say	to	girls,	you	can	have	ambition,	but	not	too	much.	You	should	aim	to	be	successful,	but	not	too
successful.	Otherwise,	you	would	threaten	the	man.”	―	Chimamanda	Ngozi	Adichie,	"We	Should	All	Be	Feminists"	11.	“I	believe	ambition	is	not	a	dirty	word,	it’s	believing	in	yourself	and	your	abilities.	Imagine	this:	what	would	happen	if	we	were	all	brave	enough	to	believe	in	our	own	ability,	to	be	a	little	more	ambitious.	I	think	the	world	would
change.”	—	Reese	Witherspoon	12.	“The	universe	is	not	required	to	be	in	perfect	harmony	with	human	ambition.”	—	Carl	Sagan	13.	“Ambition,	madam,	is	a	great	man's	madness.”	—	John	Webster,	"The	Duchess	of	Malfi"	14.	“Mama	exhorted	her	children	at	every	opportunity	to	‘jump	at	de	sun.’	We	might	not	land	on	the	sun,	but	at	least	we	would	get
off	the	ground.”	—	Zora	Neale	Hurston,	"Dust	Tracks	on	a	Road"	15.	“Keep	away	from	those	who	try	to	belittle	your	ambitions.	Small	people	always	do	that,	but	the	really	great	make	you	believe	that	you	too	can	become	great.”	—	Mark	Twain	16.	“If	your	dreams	don’t	scare	you,	they’re	not	big	enough.”	—	Ellen	Johnson	Sirleaf	What	are	you	fired	up
about?	What	makes	you	want	to	jump	out	of	bed	in	the	morning	and	make	it	happen?	And	most	importantly:	what	do	you	have	to	lose?	--	Lori	K.	Mihalich-Levin,	JD,	is	the	founder	of	Mindful	Return,	author	of	"Back	to	Work	After	Baby:	How	to	Plan	and	Navigate	a	Mindful	Return	from	Maternity	Leave,"	and	creator	of	the	Mindful	Return	E-Course.	A
partner	in	the	health	care	practice	of	a	global	law	firm,	she	also	is	mama	to	two	beautiful	red-headed	boys.	Lori	holds	a	law	degree	from	the	Georgetown	University	Law	Center	and	completed	her	undergraduate	studies	at	Princeton	University’s	Woodrow	Wilson	School	of	Public	and	International	Affairs.	Ambition	is	a	strong	desire	to	achieve
something,	reach	a	personal	goal,	or	to	do	something.	Ambition	is	one	of	the	few	characteristics	that	humans	possess,	unlike	the	rest	of	the	animal	kingdom;	or	so	we	believe.	A	person	with	ambition	has	an	internal	drive	that	motivates	them	to	try	to	succeed.	People	with	this	trait	tend	to	have	a	stronger	belief	in	themselves	than	the	rest	of	the
population.	Oscar	Wilde	(1854-1900),	an	Irish	poet	and	playwright,	once	said:	“Our	ambition	should	be	to	rule	ourselves,	the	true	kingdom	for	each	one	of	us;	and	true	progress	is	to	know	more,	and	be	more,	and	to	do	more.”	(Image:	Wikipedia)	BusinessDictionary.com	has	the	following	definition	of	the	term:	“The	desire	to	achieve	something,	or	to
succeed,	accompanied	with	motivation,	determination	and	an	internal	drive.”	“Ambition	describes	those	that	achieve	success	based	on	their	inner	desire	to	do	so	and	their	belief	in	themselves.”	Material	ambition	Most	people	would	like	to	have	more	money.	We	believe	that	money	makes	life	easier.	If	we	are	well	off,	it	is	easier	to	pay	our	bills,
purchase	things	we	need	and	want,	and	go	on	vacation	to	nice	places.	Some	people	believe	that	those	without	financial	worries	or	problems	find	it	easier	to	be	happy.	They	have	more	freedom,	less	stress,	and	more	personal	time	than	their	less	well-off	counterparts.	However,	if	you	asked	1,000	people	what	their	number	one	ambition	in	life	was,	few	if
any	would	simply	say	“To	be	rich.”	Career	ambition	Somebody	who	is	studying	medicine	might	say	that	their	ambition	is	to	be	a	good	or	perhaps	the	best	surgeon,	endocrinologist,	researcher,	etc.	An	individual	who	wants	to	reach	the	top	of	their	career	ladder	has	a	lot	of	ambition.	They	exist	in	all	fields,	such	as	the	police	force,	military,	business,
science,	politics,	acting,	music,	and	show	business.	Sports	ambition	A	professional	athlete	may	dream	one	day	of	winning	a	gold	medal	in	the	Olympics.	Professional	soccer	players	(British:	footballers)	probably	see	the	pinnacle	of	their	career	when	they	are	selected	for	their	national	squad	or	a	top	club	like	Barcelona,	Bayern	Munich,	Manchester
United,	or	Juventus.	Although	ambitious	people	may	have	different	goals,	they	all	have	something	in	common.	They	tend	to	thrive	where	there	is	fierce	competition.	Napoleon	Bonaparte	(1769-1821),	a	French	statesman	and	ambitious	military	leader,	once	said:	“Great	ambition	is	the	passion	of	a	great	character.	Those	endowed	with	it	may	perform
very	good	or	very	bad	acts.	All	depends	on	the	principles	which	direct	them.	(Image:	medium.com)	Etymology	of	ambition	Etymology	is	the	study	of	the	history	or	words,	i.e.,	where	they	come	from,	and	how	their	meanings	and	structures	evolved	over	time.	According	to	the	Online	Etymology	Dictionary,	the	term	first	appeared	in	the	English	language
in	the	British	Isles	in	the	mid-fourteenth	century.	At	the	time	it	meant	“eager	or	inordinate	desire	for	preferment	or	honor.”	It	came	from	the	Old	French	word	Ambicion,	which	originated	from	the	Latin	word	Ambitionem	(nominative	Ambitio),	with	the	meaning	“a	going	around,	courting	favor”	especially	to	gain	votes.	In	its	early	days,	the	English	term
had	a	pejorative	meaning	and	was	grouped	with	vainglory,	pride,	and	arrogance.	It	was	not	until	the	sixteenth	century	that	it	began	to	have	its	modern	meaning.	
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