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Apple is known for actively keeping Android users out of its “walled garden.” The company only has a handful of official apps in the Google Play store: Beats, Apple Music, Apple TV, Tracker Detect, and Move to iOS. However, Android users can still take advantage of several iCloud services with nothing more than a mobile browser. It isn’t a flawless
experience, but here’s how you can use iCloud for Android smartphones. First: How to switch from iPhone to Android Editor’s note: Steps in this article were put together using a Google Pixel 4a with 5G running Android 12. We also used Chrome version 103.0.5060.71. Keep in mind that some steps might differ if you use other hardware or software.
How to use iCloud for AndroidEdgar Cervantes / Android AuthorityUsing iCloud on your Android device is pretty straightforward. All you need to do is navigate to iCloud.com, either put in your existing Apple ID credentials or create a new account, and voila, you can now access iCloud on your Android smartphone.From here, you should see shortcuts
to the available iCloud web apps, including Mail, Photos, iCloud Drive, Notes, and Find iPhone. You can also manage your iCloud account by going into Account Settings. Here, you can also see how much storage you have available in one easy-to-navigate website. Read also: Apple can’t stay in the ivory tower forever How to add iCloud shortcuts to
your Android home screenEdgar Cervantes / Android Authoritylf you want something that gets closer to a native experience, it’s effortless to create browser shortcuts to iCloud web apps and access them from your home screen. Just follow the steps below! How to add iCloud apps to your Android home screen: Open the Chrome browser on your
Android device. Go to iCloud.com. Sign in to your Apple account. Open one of the available web apps. Tap on the three-dot menu button on the top-right. Select Add to Home screen. Type in a shortcut title and hit Add. Select Add to Home screen. Related: Chrome tips and tricks that will improve your mobile browsing What can and can’t you do?Edgar
Cervantes / Android AuthorityIn my testing, iCloud functionality on Android was a little shoddy. In theory, you should be able to access all of the aforementioned web apps just as you would from any desktop browser. Unfortunately, that wasn’t the case for me.The keyboard would immediately disappear in the Notes app after it popped up, so I couldn’t
type anything, and Reminders wouldn’t even appear as an option. Next: Find the right iPhone for your needsOn the other hand, I could view, upload, download, and share photos from iCloud just fine. Grouping photos into albums also worked seamlessly, and I could easily hide and unhide photos. Find iPhone also works perfectly.All in all, there is still
plenty of ground to cover, but it’s a good start. If you use an Android device alongside your Mac, iPad, or iPhone and want to take advantage of Apple’s iCloud services, this is your best shot for the foreseeable future. We don’t see Apple developing a native Android app. Still, hopefully, it will expand on this iCloud mobile web experience to create a
more well-rounded — and less buggy — user experience. FAQs Is there an official iCloud app for Android?No. Apple hasn’t created an iCloud app for Android. Will Apple create an iCloud app for Android?Nothing has been announced regarding this matter. That said, we believe it’s unlikely. Can I use the Find iPhone feature on Android?Yes. Finding
your Apple devices works flawlessly when using iCloud from an Android device’s browser. Can I download photos from iCloud?Yes. Just navigate to Photos and hit Select. Tap on the images you want to download and select the three-dot menu button. Then select Download. How much space do you get on iCloud?Without paying for an upgrade, you’ll
be limited to just 5 GB of cloud storage on iCloud. To maximize that 5 GB, you can read our guide on how to free up iCloud space. Access iCloud Photos: Sign in to iCloud from any mobile browser and tap Photos. Access iCloud Email: Open Gmail and tap Menu > Settings. Tap Add account > Other and then enter your iCloud login info. Access iCloud
Calendar/Contacts: You'll need an iPhone or iPad and a computer to transfer data from iCloud to Android. This article explains how to access iCloud photos, email, calendars, and contacts from an Android device. To access your iCloud photos on an Android, sign in to your account from a mobile browser. Tap Photos, and you'll see every image you
saved to iCloud. You can also create iCloud links for sharing photos and videos, view albums, and see account settings. Another option, if you still have your iPhone, is to download the Google Photos app for iOS and sync your photos there. You can work with your photos there similar to the way you use iCloud Photos. If you move your photos to Google
Photos using the app for iOS, the upload might take a while (depending on the number of photos). If you have an Apple email address, such as @mac, @me, or @icloud, you can access your messages in the iCloud inbox. On an Android smartphone, set this up using Gmail. Open Gmail and tap the Menu button in the upper-left corner. Tap Settings. Tap
Add account > Other. Follow the prompts to enter your iCloud email address and password. Gmail then finishes the process, and then you can access your iCloud inbox. There's no straightforward way to access your iCloud calendar or contacts on an Android. You'll need an iPhone or iPad and a computer to transfer the data. On your iPhone or iPad,
go to Settings. Tap your name. Tap iCloud. Toggle on Contacts and Calendars. You might need to sign in to your iCloud account first if you're not already signed in. On your computer, open a web browser, go to www.icloud.com, and log in to your account. Click the Calendar icon. On the left pane, click the Share Calendar button next to the calendar
that you want to export. In the pop-up window, select Public Calendar. Click Copy Link, then OK. Open a new browser tab or window and paste the copied URL. Change webcal at the beginning of the URL to http and press Enter. Doing so opens a Save File dialog box. Save the file in a folder of your choice. You can rename it too as long as you don't
edit the .ics extension. Open and log in to Google Calendar on your web browser. On the left pane of the Google Calendar interface, click the menu arrow at the right of Other Calendars. Click Import Calendar. Select the exported calendar file that you downloaded from iCloud. You can also choose the destination Google calendar (if you have more
than one) in the same dialog. Click the Import button to upload the file. Once importing is finished, you should be able to see the imported entries in the Google Calendar web interface and on your Android device. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why! Apple users are able to store their
notes, pictures, contacts, and settings in their iCloud storage and sync them across multiple Apple devices. Accessing your iCloud data on Android is a trickier process, but it is possible. Here’s how. First, you’ll need to be aware of the limitations. Apple, by design, doesn’t generally play well with other non-Apple devices. You can easily use iCloud on
Mac, iPhone, or iPad, but you won’t see an official Android app for iCloud appearing anytime soon. Using iCloud Online on Android The only supported way to access your iCloud services on Android is to use the iCloud website. Your access is still quite limited—initially, you will have access only to your saved photos and notes, as well as the “Find
iPhone” service. To start, head to the iCloud website on your Android device and sign in using your Apple ID and password. If you've set up two-factor authentication on your iCloud account, you might need a macOS, iOS, or iPadOS device attached to your account to receive a code that allows you to sign in. Type in the code that appears on your
Apple device during the sign-in process on Android, if this is the case. The iCloud website will ask you if you trust the browser you’re using to sign in. If the device is yours, press the “Trust” button—you won’t need to provide a six-digit code from another iOS, iPadOS, or macOS device to sign in again. Otherwise, tap “Don’t Trust” or “Not Now” to
proceed without trusting the device. Using iCloud Photos, Notes, and Find iPhone on Android If your sign-in details are correct, you should see the (fairly limited) iCloud dashboard on Android. You can tap “Account Settings” to access your Apple account settings or select one of the three icons listed to access the Notes, Photos, or Find iPhone
services. These are the only services that Apple allows you to easily view on your Android device using a mobile browser. Accessing iCloud Photos Pressing the “Photos” icon will bring up your saved iCloud photos. You can tap the “Upload” button to upload new photos. Select any of the items to view or delete them from your iCloud storage or to
download them as local files onto your Android device. Accessing iCloud Notes Pressing the “Notes” icon will show your saved iCloud notes. As with iCloud Photos, this section has been optimized for mobile viewing. You can view, edit, and delete your existing notes, or tap the “Add” button in the top-left corner to create a new note. Using Find iPhone
on Android The last service you can easily access on Android using the iCloud website is the Find iPhone service. Tap the “Find iPhone” icon on the main iCloud dashboard to begin. You might need to re-enter your Apple account password and provide a six-digit authentication code at this stage. Once confirmed, a list of Apple devices (including iOS,
iPadOS, and macOS devices) attached to your account will be displayed. Tap any of the devices listed to see where they were last seen and if they’re currently active. Press the “Play Sound” button to locate the device or “Erase iPhone,” “Erase iPad,” or “Erase Mac” to remotely wipe the device. You can also use the Lost Mode feature to display a
message on your Apple device’s screen if you’'ve lost the device. RELATED: What Is "Lost Mode" on the iPhone, iPad, or Mac? Press the “Lost Mode” button to do this. Using Other iCloud Services on Android Although you can access some iCloud services in third-party apps, these apps aren’t official and their quality and success in accessing iCloud
will vary. The easiest service to access is your iCloud email account. You can set up iCloud email access on Android using Gmail or another email app. This will allow you to send and receive emails from your iCloud email account using your Android device. RELATED: How to Set Up iCloud Email Access on Android Other services can be accessed
through the iCloud website, but you’ll need to switch to your browser’s desktop mode feature to view them. We won’t sugarcoat it, this isn’t the easiest way to view your iCloud calendar or contacts, even if you have a large mobile display. It should still work, but don’t expect the same user experience that you’ll find on an iOS or iPadOS device. To use
these iCloud services on Android, sign in to the iCloud website using Chrome for Android. Once you've signed in, tap the hamburger menu icon in the top-right corner and then select the “Desktop Site” checkbox. This will cancel the mobile page and load the equivalent desktop version of the iCloud website. The full range of iCloud services will
appear, although the page will be harder to read. You might want to switch to landscape mode on your Android device for better navigation at this point. From here, tap any of the services to access them. Tapping “Reminders” will load a list of your saved iCloud reminders, for instance. Because this isn’t a supported view mode, the functionality of
these services on Android might vary. Navigating these services will be tricky, but you should be able to use this view mode to access your saved contacts, calendar, and iCloud Drive file storage. Other services like Pages and Numbers should technically load and allow you to view files, but they won’t be useable in any meaningful way. Installing
iCloud as a Progressive Web App on Android If you want to use your iCloud services on Android regularly, it might be worth adding it to your home screen as a progressive web app (PWA). This allows you to open the iCloud page like a “real” app, without needing to open Chrome first. To do this, head to the iCloud website in your Android Chrome
browser. Tap the hamburger menu icon in the top-right corner and then select the “Add to Home Screen” option. You'll need to give your iCloud PWA a suitable name. Use the default “iCloud” name or rename it and then tap the “Add” button to confirm. You’ll then need to long-press and drag the icon that appears to your home screen, placing it
wherever fits best for you. Your onscreen instructions might vary, depending on your version of Android. Alternatively, tap the “Add” button for the app to be placed on your home screen automatically. This will add the iCloud icon to your Android home screen. Tapping this icon will load iCloud in an entirely isolated app-like environment. You won't be
able to switch to desktop mode using a PWA, so you’ll be limited to accessing your iCloud photos, notes, and Find iPhone services. We’ve covered the list of possible iCloud services you can access on Android, but some are beyond reach. You can’t use iMessage on Android at all, nor is it possible to use Apple AirDrop on Android. RELATED: Can You
Use iMessage on a Windows PC or Android Phone? You’ll need to use cross-platform alternatives like WhatsApp and Snapdrop as a replacement for these services.
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