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Drum tab notation

Reading drum tabs is a super easy way to learn new songs. If you want to learn how to read drum tabs to help you get to grips with your favourite songs then you're in the right place!There is a huge wealth of drum tabs on the internet for most popular songs that exist. The reason why drum tabs are so popular is because
they are easier to make than conventional sheet music.The great news is that drum tabs are mostly free online and lots of people enjoying notating drum tabs for their favourite songs and share them online for world to enjoy.How To Read Drum Tabs Onlinel’m going to take this opportunity to say if you haven’t heard of
Songsterr then go check it out right now. It's one of the best musical training tools available, plus the standard version is completely free. It has a huge selection of over 500,000 complete song tabs. The interface is intuitive and so easy to follow; and I've always found the notation to be accurate for all the songs I've
learned.This is an example of what the interface looks like. It guides you through the music with a green line that indicates where you are, and follows in time with the MIDI audio so you can listen and read together as you make your way through the song.How Are Drum Tabs Written?Drum tabs are designed to be read
like conventional sheet music. The time is represented horizontally, and the different parts of the drum set are written vertically. It reads from left to right, and each part of the stave represents a different part of the drum set.Unlike sheet music, which is written with musical notes, tabs are formed with letters and various
markings that indicate what to play and with various dynamics.Parts of The Drum SetThe nine parts of the drum set are written on drum tablature as follows. Each drum set component takes up its own line on the vertical chart.CC — Crash CymbalRD — Ride CymbalHH or xH or oH — Hi Hat Cymbals (closed or open)S —
Snare DrumHT or T1 — High TomMT or T2 — Middle TomFT — Floor TomBD — Bass DrumfH or Hf — Hi Hat with FootUnderstanding The RhythmReading drum tabs is mathematical by nature. Now we know the different parts of the drum set that appear, let's take a look at how we figure out exactly what to play by looking
at drum tabs.Old school drum tabs are much more difficult than reading drum tab on software. This is due to the complexity of time signature changes. To be honest, there is no real need to read old school drum tabs anymore now we have tab software such as GuitarPro and Songsterr.Traditional drum tabs are read are
with the three most common symbols: ‘—* and ‘X’ or ‘0’. These symbols indicate whether to play a part of a drum set or to leave it as a rest. Each space on the drum tab indicates a beat of the respective time.Let's take a look at a common 8th note beat on each type of drum tab. On Songsterr the rhythms are displayed
underneath, and they follow conventional sheet music notation. You can see that these are 8th notes because of the stems — they are quaver notes. You can also see that there are eight that make up the bar. It's super clean and easy to read. The parts of the drum set such as BD and S are displayed exactly where they
are meant to be played.Now let’s take a look at traditional drum tab, it's pretty awkward and unclear, but i suppose it does the job. It isn’'t immediately clear that this is 8th note hi hats with the spacing but it makes sense when you put the kicks on the 1 and 3 and snares on 2 and 4. There’s ‘0’ and ‘x‘ and these basically
signal where you are supposed to play. But we can now see that the spacing indicates that each ‘—* is worth a 16th note. Ok now we have seen a standard beginner drum beat, let's take a look at a more complex rhythm. This is taken from Iron Maiden’s ‘The Trooper‘. As you can see there’s a variety of rhythms including
guarter notes, 8th notes and 16th notes in various combinations. In addition to having the audio to help guide you, we have the rhythms displayed underneath.We can clearly see that there is two quarter notes that make up the first half of the opening bar, subsequently followed by a grouping of an 8th and two 16th note
kicks, and closing the bar with two 8th note hits: one on the snare and one on the kick.Wrapping Up On How To Read Drum TabsLearning how to read drum tabs is all about paying attention to the rhythms and learning a song piece by piece. Accurately learn how to play individual sections before trying to rush through
the whole thing — following the notation and listen carefully to the music.Before jumping right into the deep end, start off by learning some easy drum songs. You can search for drum tabs for any song you like on Songsterr, just be sure to change the instrument to drums within the interface!lt’s definitely a great idea to
start using drum tabs to your advantage. They are really easy to follow and interpret, and there is a huge range of drum tabs available for almost every song you can think of, even the hardest songs to play on drums!Learning how to read drum tabs will certainly help you on your way to becoming a great drummer
because you will familiarize yourself with different rhythmic combinations and patterns. Have some patience and perseverance, and you’ll be sure to see some progression! For live, group lessons visit: Skip to content Drums Drum tabs are an abbreviated, simple form of musical instruction used in place of traditional
sheet music for drummers. Many modern musicians and music students prefer to use this kind of tablature because it's easier to write and easier to find. Instead of looking for sheet music in the music store, for example, you can simply go online and find thousands of drum tabs for all your favorite songs.Sheet Music and
Musical TabsTabs are different from sheet music because they are written specifically for the instrument, rather than the sound. Sheet music is written with musical notes, while tabs are written with letters and various markings. Want to learn to play the drums? Understanding drum tabs is going to be a key part of that
adventure!Parts of the Drum KitThe drum kit is made of several distinct drums and cymbals, each with their own names and abbreviations. Once you recognize these, you are halfway to reading drum tabs:CC, or Crash CymbalHH, or Hi HatRd, or Ride CymbalSN, or Snare DrumT1, or Hi TomT2, or Low TomFT, or Floor
TomB, or Bass DrumHf, or Hi Hat with FootHow are Drum Tabs Written?The nine parts of the drum kit are written in the order listed above on each drum tab, from top to bottom; the musical instructions are written from left to right. For example:HH X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X- SN -0- -0- -0--0- -0 B -X- -X- -X- -X- -x—The

preceding tablature shows you that three parts of the drum kit are being used in this piece of music: the hi hat, the snare drum, and the bass drum. Furthermore, it shows you when to play each piece during a musical count of 16 beats. Look closely, and you'll see that each line of rhythm for each component has 16
marks per line, so 16 beats. The dashes (-) tell you not to strike the instrument during this particular beat, while any other symbol (x,0) tells you to hit it. A music teacher can help you better understand keeping rhythm, but first, it's important to practice playing more than one piece of the drum kit simultaneously, as in the
tablature.Symbols Used in Drum TablatureFull drum tabs follow this format for several sets, depending on how long the piece of music is. The different symbols on a line, such as o, X, X, #, or b, tell you how to hit a particular part of the drum kit. The “0” means open, the small x means normal and the big X means harder
or looser.If you want to learn how to read all the little intricate details of drum tabs and play them successfully, it's best to pair up with a music teacher. The right teacher can help clarify instructions that are confusing and give you exercises to work on, which will build up your confidence and skills. Take a look through the
professional drum teachers at TakeLessons and see who fits the bill! Working with a professional who knows what they are doing will get you drumming much quicker.Photo by Christopher Sessums Let’s begin by putting an end an age-old myth once and for all: you do not need to be able to read sheet music in order to
be a good, successful musician. That being said, the ability to read music is an extremely handy asset to have as it enables you to improve your technique and learn new things while still remembering everything you've learned before. This blog is full of tips and tricks to help you decipher drum notation so you can
transcribe and play any rhythm you want. Rhythmic notation It's essential for drummers to know — and more importantly to feel — where the beat is at any given time and how many beats are in a measure. Most popular music is written in the four-four time signature (also known as common measure), which means there
are four beats per measure and the quarter note is one beat. The key below shows the different note values and what they look like: Drum notation Instead of traditional sheet music, drummers read drum notation. A drum kit consists of different components that produce different sounds, so each one has their own
unique notation symbol. There are various drum methods that go into more detail about drum notation symbols, but this blog will focus mainly on the symbols used in the following key: Various methods Drum notation follows a few guidelines, but there are really no clear-cut rules. Because there are multiple methods, it
can sometimes be challenging to decipher and transcribe rhythm parts correctly, but don’t worry! The Tips & Tricks below are sure to help you along the way. Cheat sheet A cheat sheet enables you to see how a song is put together at a single glance. Most popular music is structured in the same way in blocks of 2, 4, 8,
12, 16 or 32 measures. Using a cheat sheet is a great way to beef up your repertoire for gigs. Making your own cheat sheets First, separate the blocks and name them: A for the Verse, B for the Chorus and C for the Bridge. Write down the rhythmic parts for each block and be sure to note if there are any breaks or
accents. You should end up with something that looks like this: Now you’'ve got a clear, visual guide of what needs to be played and when. Any drummer who can read drum notation should be able to decipher and play a cheat sheet like this without a hitch. Tips & Tricks #1 Make a note of the beat where ever possible so
you'll always see the correct tempo at a glance. #2 Notes directly underneath each other in drum notation are to be played simultaneously. #3 Sometimes, the snare is denoted as a stick facing down. he general rule of thumb is: sticks up = play with your hands, sticks down = play with your feet. #4 Symbols with a cross
are almost always cymbals, unless specified otherwise. #5 If you're only using a kick, snare and hi-hat, use a scale with three bar lines instead of five. Don’t forget to note the tempo! #6 Focus on variation and play the constant pulse (usually on the hi-hat) on automatic pilot. #7 Make a cheat sheet that indicates the basic
rhythm, variations, accents and breaks. #8 Simplify your writing methods. Instead of using triplets and quintuplets to write out a jazz ride pattern, simply write the word ‘swing’ on your cheat sheet. #9 When using music notation software, maintain a clear overview by always using four beats per measure for four-four time
signatures. #10 Make short, clear notes and include essential information like tempo changes. Can you guess which song + artist is written out in the drum notations above? Let us know in the comments! Drum notation is a form of writing down music specific to percussion instruments. It's quick and easy to learn. Think
of it as a language for drums. If you know how to read and write drum notation, then you know how to communicate musically with others. To read drum notation, you need to learn the different symbols. These symbols tell you what part of the drum set to play and when. By learning how to read drum notation, you’ll be
able to quickly play a rhythm or drum beat, even if you've never heard it before. What is drum notation? Drum notation is different than sheet music, although they look similar and use some of the same concepts. In sheet music, the symbols on the staff correspond to different notes. In drum notation, the symbols
represent different parts of the drum set (snare, hi-hat, bass drum, etc.) to be played. This is useful for beginners learning to coordinate their limbs, helping to develop the necessary skill sets to both comfortably keep steady time and play the correct part of the drum set. In drum notation, the symbols represent different
parts of the drum set In drum notation, the notes are written on the staff and are separated by vertical bar lines. The space between the bar lines is referred to as a “measure.” You will typically count beats while playing different notes on the drum set within each measure. Drum notation does contain similarities to sheet
music in that measures are counted and read the same way. By learning to read and write this part of the musical language, you'll develop a strong sense of timing and rhythm control. How to read drum notation Like the English language, drum notation is read from left to right. The staff is made up of five lines and four
spaces, but notes can be positioned above or below the staff as well. Notes are placed in the staff based on which part of the drum set should be played at any given time. Notice below that the bass drum is in a different position on the staff than the snare or ride cymbal. Drums are notated by dots, while cymbals are
notated with an “x.” These symbols typically have “stems” attached to them, which help explain how to count the beat that is shown. Reading drum notation There are several symbols musicians should know when starting to read drum notation, especially if they’re just starting off with a four- or five-piece drum set. Bass.
Notation for the bass drum sits in the bottom space of the staff. The bass drum is typically the biggest drum on the drum set, and usually produces the lowest note. It is used with a foot pedal and is often referred to as the “kick drum.” Floor tom. Notation for the floor tom sits in the third space from the top of the staff. The
floor tom (or low tom) is typically the next lowest note on the drum set. It is often referred to as a floor tom because it may rest on the floor by using legs. Tom 1 and tom 2. Toms are notated on the first space from the top of the staff and the line below that space. Sometimes called the high tom, this drum typically
produces a note higher than both the floor tom and bass drum. Many drum fills are started on this drum, and many drum sets have more than one tom. Snare. The snare drum is often considered to be the main drum of the drum set. Its notation is located in the second space from the top of the staff. Many drum beats are
based around the pattern between the bass drum and snare drum. It gets its famous snare sound from the snare wires that are attached to the bottom head of the drum. Ride. This cymbal is often the biggest on a drum kit and is used for many different purposes. The ride cymbal is often tapped with the tip of the stick to
create a feeling of “riding,” but it can also be used as a crash cymbal. On the staff it's located on the very top line. Hi-hat. The hi-hat notation sits above the top line on the staff, and is often a main time-keeping tool. The hi-hat is a pair of cymbals that are used with a unique type of stand that contains a foot pedal.
Drummers can control the type of note that's produced by stepping on the hi-hat pedal and tightening the two cymbals together and then striking them, known as closed hi-hat, or letting them lightly bounce off of each other by releasing pressure with the foot, known as open hi-hat. Crash 1 and crash 2. A crash cymbal is
a very loud, big cymbal that is often used to accent different rhythms within music. Crash cymbals vary in size and tone and contain a large number of different styles and sounds. This cymbal differs from the others on the drum set because it's often struck with force and can help elevate the dynamic movements of a
piece of music. Its notation is located above the hi-hat, above the top line on the staff. On drum sets with two crash cymbals, the second crash will be notated in the space above the first crash. Music is often divided up into even (or sometimes odd) groups of space. We use “measures” in music to organize the rhythms of
the song into these repeated groupings to make it easier to count through a song. To communicate what grouping we should count, we use what'’s called a time signature. Reading time signatures A time signature contains two numbers displayed as a fraction. The top number tells you how many beats to count within one
measure, and the bottom number tells you what type of note gets the beat (quarter notes, eighth notes, etc). Think of the time signature as ruler. You're measuring time, or more accurately, the space between the notes that you're playing. For example, a quarter note in a 4/4 time signature represents one beat, meaning
you strike the drum once per beat. And a whole note in a 4/4 time signature represents four beats, meaning you strike the drum once every four beats. Some of the most common drum beats are whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, sixteenth notes, and thirty-second notes. There are different types of
triplets that can be played as well, where you play three notes in the space normally occupied by two notes. Reading repeat signs A repeat sign tells you to do just what it sounds like: repeat a pattern. That being said, there are several different repeat signs to understand in drum notation. Repeat sign. Many drum parts
are played in patterns, meaning they’re played more than once or twice in a row. In drum notation, a repeat sign tells the drummer to return to the beginning of the section and play the same part again. One-bar repeat sign. A one-bar repeat sign looks similar to the symbol that represents the percent sign. You'll see two
dots, one on each side of a diagonal line. The one-bar repeat sign means to repeat the previous measure for an additional measure and then continue on in the music. Two-bar repeat sign. The two-bar repeat sign means to repeat the previous two measures and then continue. It looks the same as a one-bar repeat sign
but has two lines instead of one. You may often see the number 2 written above the symbol. You don't have to practice the drums on your own. With the School of Rock Method app, you can receive realtime feedback on every beat, rim-click, and crash. Check out the School of Rock Method Drum tab notation is a
simplified version of drum notation. Instead of using the typical notes you would read in a piece of music, drum tablature uses a series of vertical and horizontal lines with different characters to represent rhythm and patterns for the drummer to play. All drummers are different and learn in different ways. New drummers
can benefit from using drum tab notation to begin learning the basics, almost as a steppingstone to drum notation. However, drum tablature is complicated in its own right and is largely a relic of a time when computers could not easily support the layout of drum notation. Knowing how to hit the drums You can play each
drum in a variety of ways. Each gives you a different result. Drummers are responsible for both tempo control (speed) and dynamic control (this is sometimes referred to as volume control, or feel control). There are different types of symbols used to tell the drummer how hard or soft to play, or in what way. Striking the
drums There are multiple ways to strike a drum, depending upon the type of grip you're using. How you grip the sticks determines how the drum will sound when you hit it. You can use a tight or loose grip, and can play using different grip types, such as traditional or matched grip. Be sure to hold the sticks in the correct
position and to balance them in your hands comfortably. You don’t always need to strike hard to draw out volume on a drum set; drums are naturally loud. You can use your thumb and index finger to control the stick while using the other fingers to balance out the motion of the stroke. Drummers have the ability to
“accent” different parts of rnythms by making certain notes sound louder, softer, lower, or higher, or by using a different part of the drum set. An example of an accent is when the drummer opens the hi-hat during a drum beat and strikes it, and then presses back down on the foot pedal to close it, creating an open-and-
closed-sounding rhythm. The accent symbol is usually located directly above the note being accented. What is a marcato drum technique? A marcato technique is represented by one note being played more loudly or more forcefully than others surrounding it. This is a good way to accent notes in a drum beat. It's
displayed as a vertical wedge above the intended note written on the page. What is a ghost note drum technique? Ghost notes are often played as light, bouncy notes on a snare drum that can sound like many quick notes played in succession. This technique is often used in drum beats to help create more rhythmic
movements within a piece of music, and can be played with both the right and left hands. What is a flam drum technique? A flam note is created when a drummer strikes a drum with both hands simultaneously while placing the notes slightly apart from each other. It sounds like two notes, but they’re very close together
and feel like one note. = What is a drag drum technique? A basic drag rudiment is played by having one hand quickly strike two notes on the drum, followed by a single stroke with the other hand. When played tightly and quickly, you will get three notes that sound close together. Accent the final note in the drag
rudiment to create a “completed” sound. What is a rim-click drum technique? A rim-click, or cross-stick, technique is employed when the drummer places the stick across the drum and taps the rim. You can strike the rim using the shoulder of the stick or can even turn the stick around and use the bottom side. Each
gives a different sound. This technique is often used in soft, quiet pieces of music. Knowing how to hit cymbals When setting up your drum set, you have many options for selecting your cymbals. Depending on what you play, you may encounter any of the following techniques while reading drum notation. The hi-hat is
one of the main time-keeping tools for a drummer. By pressing your foot down on the pedal, you can create a tight sound between the two cymbals. The more you release pressure on the pedal, the more of a “washy” sound your hi-hat will make. What is a crash bell drum technique? You can use the bell of a cymbal to
accent a part more loudly. Drummers often use the shoulder of the drum stick to bring out the volume of the bell. What is a choke crash drum technique? A choke crash technique is used when muting a cymbal after it's been hit. This often creates a “tight” feel in music if performed alongside different instruments. To do
this, you will first strike the cymbal (often a crash cymbal) as normal and then immediately grab it with one of your hands to quickly reduce its sound. What is a china drum technique? A china cymbal is often used as an alternative to a loud crash cymbal. It sounds very heavy and “trashy.” This cymbal can be used to
accent loud sections in a piece of music. What is a splash drum technique? A splash cymbal is a very small cymbal used to accent light sections in a piece of music. Because of its small size, the notes don't last as long as those of a ride or crash cymbal. Therefore this cymbal can be used to add a lot of versatility to
lighter dynamic sections in music. What is an open hi-hat drum technique? An open hi-hat is often played by taking your foot off the hi-hat pedal and allowing the cymbals to bounce off each other. This is typically used in loud sections of music. What is a closed hi-hat drum technique? A closed hi-hat technique is the
opposite of an open hi-hat: The two cymbals are tightly pressed against each other by pressing down on the foot pedal to create a very tight, crisp sound. What is a loose hi-hat drum technique? A loose hi-hat technique is in between a closed and open technique. You will typically press down lightly on the foot pedal,
allowing the two cymbals to bounce off each other, but not so much that they resonate for a long time. You can use this technique to create a louder dynamic within a piece of music. Our music programs are taught by practicing musicians with the experience you need to learn to play. Perform live shows and develop your
skills in a supportive learning environment for all skill levels. Learn tp play When it comes to playing the drums, the sky's the limit. These are only a small sample of the many drum techniques you make encounter while reading drum notation. What are soft one-handed rolls? A soft one-handed roll is played by lightly
striking the drum and then letting the bottom of the stick rest against the rim, followed by bouncing the stick back toward the drum to get a second stroke. This technique can be used to achieve more notes quickly with one hand. What are accented one-handed rolls? An accented one-handed roll is the same as the above
but contains an accent with one of the notes. You can strike either of the two notes more loudly or softly than the other to create a unique rhythm. Tips for Beginning to Read Drum Notation When starting to read drum notes, it's important to consider the following helpful tips to ensure you meet success. 1. Break the
lesson down into smaller pieces. When learning a new song on drums, divide its sections into unique groups and work on them one at a time. Then connect them together. This trick will help you memorize the parts of the song more quickly. 2. Take it slow. New drummers need to develop coordination between their
limbs. Learning drums is just as much of a mental challenge as it is a physical challenge. A good method for new drummers is to practice rudiments and paradiddles taught in our drum lessons so that you can learn different patterns of right and left strokes on the drums. Much like learning how to play a video game for
the first time, your brain needs to learn right and left striking patterns. This can take time, so patience is important. 3. Set time aside to practice every day. Beginner drummers need to train their brains to use their limbs in new ways. Setting aside time every day to practice will help reinforce good habits and lead to more
consistent improvement than doing longer, less-frequent practice sessions. 4. Consider drum notation software. Drum notation software is a helpful tool when learning how to read and write music. As you learn the language, consider using different applications to help you grasp new concepts behind the drums set. A
metronome is also a necessary tool for new drummers to help locate the beat and keep steady time. Tempo control will improve tremendously when a metronome is used in students’ practice routines. 5. Use words to make rhythms easier. For beginners, learning to read drum notation is a lot like learning a new
language. Use associations early on to remember what certain things mean on the drums. For example, certain words contain syllables that are applicable to different rhythms. The word “pizza” can be used to remember how to play eighth notes. The word “cheese” can represent quarter notes. “Pepperoni” can be used
for sixteenth notes, “anchovy” for triplets, etc. Ready to get started? Now that you know the basics of how to read drum notation for beginners, how to tell the difference between it and drum tab notation, and some fundamental drum techniques, you're ready to start playing. From beginner to advanced, School of Rock
has taught thousands of students how to play drums and reach their full potential. Our instructors have the knowledge and experience to have you quickly playing your favorite rock songs onstage. School of Rock students also gain access to a wealth of information, including our Method Books and Method App, which are
utilized by our qualified instructors to teach a complete music education in a fun way.
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